Submental perforator flap: location and number of submental perforating vessels.
The sites and numbers of submental perforator vessels were examined using a Doppler probe in 21 volunteers. The subcutaneous vascular network from each perforator was studied in three cases of dissection of upper-neck lymph nodes among the volunteers. A perforator from the submental vessels was noted in all 21 volunteers: a single perforator in 13 cases, and double perforators in eight. The main perforator, which had some subdermal branches, was located 31.8 (8.3) mm in front of the facial artery that was palpated at the mandible. Five patients who presented with skin defects on the cheek and the chin had the submental perforator flap reconstructed, excluding the platysma muscle. All flaps covered the wounds. The submental perforator flap was useful for reconstructing skin defects on the cheek and the chin, because the site of the submental perforator was stable and raising the flap was easy, and the colour and texture matches were acceptable.